BRIDGE WORK AHEAD: 3 poems & an essay for the ALN Challenge – By Michelle Ploskonka

BRIDGE WORK AHEAD #1
A sign on the highway:  Bridge Work Ahead.

There’s me -- shotgun.

and you – driving.

I am cross-armed

glaring out the window

away from you.

You’re fuming behind the wheel –

white knuckles, mouth set,

I swear there’s steam coming

out of your ears.

I know I can’t win –

right or wrong.

Another five miles and we’ll stop –

for gas, bathroom.

I’ll ask you if you want a coffee.

I’ll add the cream to yours the way you like it.

BRIDGE WORK AHEAD #2

Bridge work ahead.

Do dentists ever see that sign 

and laugh?  Or at least 

smile a tiny crooked smile, 

eyes soften just a little.

I immediately picture plummeting 

off the edge 

because the barrels were gone, 

or the bridge suddenly collapsing 

like it did over the Mississippi – 

just like Dominoes.

Building a bridge isn’t even 

a metaphor.  It’s cliché 

to the point of not being noticed.  

As cliché as road construction 

in the summer.  

But if it’s so common, 

why are we so bad at it?  Or maybe, 

we’re good at building them, 

but lousy at maintaining.

BRIDGE WORK AHEAD #3

Bridge work ahead.

Ahead – bridge work.

Work, bridge, ahead.

Ahead, work bridge.

Work ahead, bridge.

Bridge ahead – work!!

BRIDGE WORK AHEAD #4


There’s the dental bridge.  The road/path bridge.  The metaphorical bridge.  Each is about connecting two somethings:  teeth separated by the absence of the one in between, two pieces of land separated by water, or two people separated by their differences (of opinion, of circumstance), or two ideas in opposition.


The bridge is designed to keep the teeth from shifting and enable the chewing of food.  Or, a bridge is the fastest way to travel from point a to point b without getting wet.  Or, a bridge is a peacemaking, a unity, a love of neighbor.  It facilitates working together.  It connects opposites.


Bridges can be amazing feats of engineering.  A vision of artistry.  Aid commerce and all that blah, blah.  


A bridge is a roadblock only when it’s broken.  A danger only when it needs repair.

